HHRRET B AT EL Vol.27, No.2, 1-12, March, 2026

(BF%%/ — k]

R - BEFREARFNEREICES TS
BEFEFLOMEMNITENTERK
—/NRRRZICHE T HEBREZHDE L T—

The Positioning and Content Structure of Pedagogy in Teacher Certification
Programs for Lower and Upper Secondary Schools:

A Focus on Teacher Education at Small-Scale Universities
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Abstract

This paper reexamines the role and content structure of pedagogy within teacher certification programs at
small-scale universities in Japan. Although teacher education in Japan has historically developed mainly within
faculties of education at national universities, many small-scale universities currently offer teacher certification
programs. In such institutions, structural constraints often make it difficult to provide foundational education-
related courses in a sufficiently systematic and comprehensive manner. Consequently, students may experience
difficulties in integrating educational theory with teaching practice. Recent developments in school education—
including the growing sophistication of learning assessment and the institutionalization of ICT use—have in-
creased the need to conceptualize lessons as an integrated cycle of goals, learning activities, assessment, and
improvement. In this context, the present study repositions pedagogy not merely as a course for acquiring teach-
ing techniques but as a core subject that mediates and integrates foundational educational theories with practice-
based components such as teaching practicums. The study draws on an analysis of policy and regulatory docu-
ments related to teacher education, a review of relevant literature, and reflective examination of the authors’
long-term teaching practices. Based on this analysis, the paper proposes a content-design principle termed the
“embedding of foundational theory within practice contexts” and presents a 15-session syllabus model suitable
for small-scale universities. The study suggests that redefining pedagogy as an integrative hub within teacher
education curricula can contribute to strengthening the quality assurance of teacher certification programs.
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