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Challenges and opportunities for improving voter turnout
through practice and research;
Flash Report of the Aomori University House of Councillors election project 2025

W5I38IS, AR, TREEnZE, SRmiPn, HrikH

Abstract

In July 2022, concurrent with the House of Councillors election, we initiated the “House of Coun-
cillors election project 2025” in collaboration with the Aomori Prefectural Election Management Com-
mittee. This project integrated a survey of approximately 1,000 Aomori University students and third-
year students from two prefectural high schools with voter education initiatives implemented both on
and off campus. Relative to the 2022 House of Councillors election, the survey revealed that Aomori
University students exhibited stronger voting intentions and that a larger proportion affirmed the
belief that “voting can change society.” At the same time, among students who reported being unable
to vote because they had not transferred their residence registration, a subset cited the erroneous
reason that such a transfer would preclude their participation in the coming-of-age ceremony. This
misperception underscores the necessity of targeted corrective measures.The analysis further identi-
fies several critical challenges: overcoming the entrenched “silo mentality” and “vertical divisions”
within educational institutions and related organizations; ensuring that diverse stakeholders recog-
nize the enhancement of voter turnout as a collective responsibility; disrupting the intergenerational
“negative cycle” in which “parents do not vote, and neither do their children”; and reframing voter
turnout as a community-wide concern rather than a responsibility imposed solely on younger cohorts.

Keywords ; House of Councillors election, questionnaire survey, sovereign education, voter turnout,

coming-of-age ceremony
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Challenges and opportunities for improving voter turnout

through practice and research;
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