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Present situation and problems of local performing arts inheritance
in Shimokita area
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Abstract

While the Shimokita region continues to carry on a variety of local performing arts into the present
day, it was found that the number of local performing arts being performed in 2023 (Reiwa 5) has
decreased by approximately 60% compared to 1994 (Heisei 6). To explore the reasons for this, inter-
views were conducted with local governments and local performing arts organizations regarding their
efforts and challenges, and a survey was conducted on the current and future state of performance.
Furthermore, when comparing the population of the present day with that of the Edo period, when
local performing arts were popular, it was found that the population is approximately three times
larger today than it was during the Edo period, and it was estimated that population decline is not
the direct cause of the decline of local performing arts, but rather that the concentration of people in

urban areas and changes in lifestyle are the causes.

Keywords ; Shimokita region, local performing arts, interviews, population decline, lifestyle
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