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Ryozo Azuma, A Forerunner on American Wilderness Study in Japan
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to explore environmental thought formed from ideas

on the American wilderness. Furthermore, key Japanese personnel were surveyed in

order to compare the roots of environmental thought in the United States and Japan. As

a result, it was found that enthusiastic mountaineer, explorer and researcher Azuma

Ryozo came into close contact with the wilderness in the United States in the early 20th

century and conducted amounts of bibliographic research. The works conducted by

Azuma and his ideas will provide helpful insight in future US-Japan comparisons of

environmental thought research.
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