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Investigation of Medical Tourism and the Tokushima Health and
Medicine Cluster
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Abstract

This study investigated medical tourism in general and the Tokushima Health and
Medicine Cluster scheme in particular. Consequently, the following points were elucidated.
This scheme, which utilizes existing resources such as local industry, excellent tourism
resources, and medical research infrastructure, is approaching realization, particularly with
respect to R&D. However, technology transfer, commercialization, and venture creation are
incomplete. In other words, the community has not been revitalized to the required extent.
To solve the issue of high diabetes mortality rate and to bring in an abundance of people for
regional revitalization, it i1s necessary to think of ways to share the values of the
stakeholders within the community. From that perspective, success depends on the outcome

of medical tourism.

Keywords: Tokushima Prefecture, Medical Cluster, Medical Tourism, Stakeholder,

Community Revitalization
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